Nitrous-oxide (nitrogen monoxide, "laughing gas," protoxide o-nitrogen) is a colorless, almost odorless, gas, made by the distillation of ammonium nitrate at a temperature of from 460? to 480? F.
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When pure nitrous oxid gas is inhaled for from half a minute to three minutes, insensibility is produced, preceded in many instances by much excitement. Some persons under the influence of the gas sink quietly into unconsciousness, while others become hilarious,erotic, or pugnacious. During aneesthesia from this agent, patients present evidence of asphyxia, although the phenomena of mechanical asphyxia are different from those produced by nitrousoxide gas. The cerebral pulsations are decidedly lessened and finally abolished, although the cerebral pressure is increased.
The causes of the effect of nitrous-oxid upon the system are not positively understood; the phenomena produced seem to be due to deprivation of the blood of oxygen. One observer (Prof. Paul Bert), believing that the production or non-production of anaesthesia by nitrous oxide is due to the tension of the gas in the blood, devised an apparatus by means of which the nitrous-oxid could be administered to the patient mixed with an equal quantity of oxygen, under a pressure of at least two atmospheres; the result is said to be satisfactory. The 
